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s%wn®, ofgq The Thompson Lumber enterprise

s ole\@s _ began in 1852 when B.F. Thompson and

S oy 0 e his sons, John Martin and William Wirt

o e Thompson, built a sash mill near

) Kilgore, Texas. Before the beginning of
SISO the Civil War they built two circular saw

: - mills and added another after the war

ended. When B.F. Thompson died in | =
@ 1868, his sons took over full control of e
@ the companyods i nt e g
gj on a partner, Henry Tucker, in 1874
after his brother William W. passed
% away. In 1881 Thompson Lumber
operations moved to Willard, Texas, to
make use of the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas Railway located there. The
company expanded by organizing : :
3 several corporations to hold its interests. % gv.-.-.'-,.:i"fg’f:"lt;.mw
Included in those companies were the Thompson Lumber Company Employees
Thompson and Tucker Lumber Livingston, Texas
Company, the J.M. Thompson Lumber
Company, the Thompson Brothers Lumber Company, and the Thompson and Ford
Lumber Company. All the while, the businessmen continued to acquire timberland
and build mills. The main office was relocated to Houston, Texas, in 1906, and by
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@ 1907, they owned 149,736 acres of |l and.
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various other family members and business partners, continued to expand the
company by selling off cut-over lands to ranchers and farmers. They cleverly
retained the mineral rights to the properties they sold, thus sustaining the business
in the 1930s through oil and gas leases. By 1950 Thompson Lumber Company had
sold off most of its land and moved on to other business ventures.

The contents of the collection located in the East Texas Research Center is quite
extensive. It consists of business records for the J. M. Thompson, Thompson
Tucker, Thompson Brothers, Rock Creek, Texas Long Leaf and Houston County
Lumber Companies, as well as records for the Thompson Brothers Mineral
Company. Related collections include the Thompson Family Lumber Enterprises
Photo Collection, the Thompson Brothers Lumber Company Photo Collection and
the Thompson (Hoxie H.) Family Photo Collection.
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East Texas Artists and Entertainers Exhibit

Join us in the month of July to explore just a few of the well - known artists and
entertainers who have come from the East Texas area. The exhibit will be displayed
in several cases on the first floor of the Steen Library, as well as in the

reading room of the East Texas Research Center during normal business hours.
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Forest Hlstory Photographs
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Plannlng Mill at Willard, Texas




