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New to the East Texas Research Center Archives is the Easley Family Collection.

Mary Thornton and her brother Oscar P. Thornton were raised in the small East

Texas town of Canton by their father Richard P. Thornton . Mary married Jim

Easley, also of Canton, and moved to Somerton, Arizona where they worked on a

farm, planting and harvesting cotton. Oscar served some time in the US Military in

the early 19006s and he married when he r
apart Oscar and his sister kept in touch through letters and postcards. Including a

post card from Niagara Falls that Oscar sent Mary in August of 1926.

The majority of the collection consists of both

the Easley and Thornton family photos dating Wary £ wg‘_vr ond D—P:‘I
from 1900-1937. Many of the photos in this col- L 193]
lection were taken in the East Texas towns of ,,8,.‘_,,

Kaufman, Canton and surrounding areas. My
favorite is of the newly built Canton Court
House in 1937. A few photos were taken in Ari-
zona. You will also find a blank marriage license
and several personal letters sent to Mary Easley
by both Oscar Thornton and his wife. Through =
‘ their correspondence they provide a first person

view of the Great Depression. Hidden among photos you will find a few tax related
records of various dates, postcards, a survey of land that dates back to the Spanish
land grants, and a letter from a stone marble company dated 1926.
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You are invited to a reception honoring

Dr. Bobby H. Johnson

Recipient of the 2008 Thomas L. Charlton Lifetime Achievement Award

Given by the Board of Directors of the Texas Oral History Association

September 26, 2008 3  -5pm

East Texas Research Center, 2nd floor Ralph W. Steen Library
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The ETRC received unused bound editions of The Confederate Veteran newsletter which

was printed from 1893 to 1932. Itis describedasia means of communication b
ate soldiers and those who ar e Tharewsketteswaepdintedn t he
in Nashville, Tenn. and edited and managed by S.A. Cunningham. Along with this donation the

ETRC received the complete collection of theWar Of The Rebellion Official Records Of

The Union And Confederate Armies . There are 72 books in the collection. They are in won-

derful condition and ready to use in the reading room.

Collections

The last full General in the Confederate War, on either
side, died at his home in Sewanee, Tenn., March 28,
1893. General Kirby-Smith was a native of Florida, and
graduated at West Point in 1845. He was Major in the
United States Army when he resigned to go with his
own people in 1861. He was made a Confederate
Brigadier in June, 1861, and a Major General in Octo-
ber of that year. In 1862 he was promoted to Lieutenant
General, and in 1864 a full General. His achievements
in the war are an interesting part of its history. Presi-
dent Davis is said to have told him, in assignment of

' the Trans-Mississippi Department in 1863, that he gave
him more authority than he dare put in writing.

-

wviliftary §
'ﬁrn‘. LN

Excerpt from April 1893 Confederate Veteran

New To The Reading Room

Portraits From The Past 1
The Descendants of Robert Kay
Robert Norris Wright, Esquire
Donated by The Robert Kay family

Map Guide to the U.S. Federal
Censuses 1790 -1920
Donated from the estate of Nelda Hall Lewis
presented by Hubbard M. Hill

Davis Family History
By J. Montgomery Seaver
Donated by David Muckleroy

The Lufkin Trouts Index to Probate Minutes, Volume |
A History Of A Family Cherokee County, TX 1846  -1868
By Elaine Jackson By Ogreta W. Huttash

Donated by W W #AB

Slave Ancestral Research
Itds Something EI se
By Mary L. Jackson Fears

Koonce, Pruitt, and Woolverton
Families of Southern Rusk County, TX
By Linda Carol Stuart Hill

1863 Sevier County Families 1912 City Directory of
iThe Descriptive De Queen, AR
By Mary McCory By L.G. Ferrel




